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We know that the points of convergence between the labour and the climate movements
are immense, but that several challenges lie ahead of us. It is nevertheless of extreme
importance and urgency to cut emissions and do so by drawing on plans that are created
by the workers and communities and in regard to their interests and needs. 

Often,  we do know what work needs to be carried out in order  to cut  emissions,  but
workers are being left out of the discussion and climate science is being disregarded. We
need to build a movement that not only is capable of setting its own program, but that
has the power to implement it. 

With this in mind, we brought together people involved in labour and climate movements
from all  around the world, to discuss how to win a program that can allow us to stop
climate  collapse.  There  was  a  two-day  conference  with  thematic  sessions  about  the
strategies, technical and social perspectives, and challenges we face in building Climate
Jobs Campaigns. 

This report presents a summary of the speakers’ presentations in the sessions that took
place  during  the  online  conference.  There  were  over  70  participants  from  different
countries and continents, with speakers from 15 countries. The next steps and proposals
on how to move forward with the Global Network of Climate Jobs were discussed in the
last session of the conference and can be found on page 33.





Strategic Orientation

Climate chaos is creating an urgent need for a massive movement capable
of overcoming it. How can popular support be organized and mobilized? This
conference is based on the conviction that the key is linking the creation of
climate jobs to the solution of the environmental crisis. But what do we mean
by climate jobs, and how can they provide the basis for a practical program
in the broader political scene? Can we “jump-start” the growth of a global
climate movement capable of becoming a powerful force? Panelists: Leonor
Canadas, Josua Mata, Jeremy Brecher, and Andreas Ytterstad.

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JoLYoe5llpw&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=1 

Jeremy Brecher from the Labour Network for Sustainability (United States)

Jeremy spoke about the need for a global campaign to address a global problem and
discussed the specifics of the US movement. The US is by no means in the vanguard of
this struggle, with a ‘backward’ labour movement and with the media often presenting
the labour movement and environmental movement at odds. Nevertheless, with twelve
years of experience of the Labour Network for Sustainability and countless positive local
examples, progress is being made. Of central importance is the dual approach of working
within  labour  unions  to  promote  understanding  of  climate  issues  and  working  in
environmental  campaigns  to  highlight  the  working  conditions  and  needs  of  working
people. 

Jeremy  proposed  five  strategies  for  changing  the  way  the  jobs  vs  climate  debate  is
framed in the US: 

    1) To stress our common interests in survival and sustainable livelihoods.

    2) To look for alliances around specific issues (e.g., the push by transportation workers
and climate activists for improved/expanded public transit or campaigns against pollution
which disproportionally impact on people of colour in the US)  

3) To seek win-win solutions to conflicts. There is a great deal of conflict between workers
and environmentalists around issues such as pipelines and power plants and these are
often  high  profile  (and  sometimes  violent).  Of  primary  importance  is  the  need  for
environmentalists to work with unions on concrete plans for just transition. For example:
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 Electrical  workers  in  San  Diego  creating  solar  and  wind  energy  installations,
electric vehicle charging stations, and training programs for young workers.

 Members of the labourers’ union building windmills, light rail public transit, solar
power  plants,  and  public  housing  energy  efficiency  retrofits  in  locations  around  the
country. 

 Minneapolis janitors striking for a green training fund. 

 A  labour-climate-community  coalition  initiated  by  the  building  trades  in
Massachusetts winning federal funding for what they call the Somerville Green New Deal.

 Union-led coalitions in Illinois, Connecticut, New York, and Maine reshaping the
laws and policies of their states to create jobs and equality by moving to climate-safe
energy 

    4) To support a broad public agenda for full employment based on a climate protection
economy.

    5) To seek to build a Green New Deal movement from below. We don’t have to wait for
national  governments,  we  can  build  concrete  alliances  between  workers  and  climate
activists. The Green New Deal from below presentations on the internet provide more
than  40  examples  of  such  campaigns,  such  as  the  one  in  Somerville,  Massachusetts,
where a union coalition was influenced to develop a Green New Deal city plan for climate
protection, building in a climate jobs programme. Such campaigns are the building blocks
for national Green New Deal. 

Leonor Canadas Climáximo, Climate Justice grassroots collective (Portugal)

Leonor talked about the need for a movement capable of creating its own programme
separate to the failing corporate Net Zero agenda. The Global Climate Jobs movement
needs a political programme that sets out how to achieve the required transformation of
our  economies  and  how  to  development  the  grass  roots  power  needed  to  win  this
agenda. 

Climate jobs is a concept that links social and economic issues around jobs and livelihoods
to the climate crisis in key employment sectors that will be key to a rapid transition to
sustainable economies. The climate crisis is essentially a class struggle and we will need to
draw inspiration from socialist solutions. Concrete transition and job replacement plans
are crucial so that we can bring worker in polluting sectors with us. As activists we need to
be able to intervene armed with convincing argument. 

The  Movement  also  needs  greater  coordination  at  global  level.  National  campaigns
should be encouraged to put time and resources into global networking so that resources
can  help  countries  that  are  still  struggling  to  develop  climate  jobs  campaigns  and



movements. We need to establish climate jobs campaigns everywhere and coordinating
to build power internationally.

Leonor gave an example from Portugal, where a climate justice action camp was set up
this summer near a town with an oil refinery.  Crucially a large amount of preparatory
work  was  done  prior  to  the  camp,  with  unions  and  community  members  before  any
actions at the plant. A report on a just transition was prepared – this took six months.
Having  this  report  made  a  big  difference  to  the  impact  of  the  action  and  gave  it
legitimacy. The action called for the plant to be shut by 2025 but offered an alternative to
workers and community in terms of local jobs. 

We must avoid the lack of ambition in the climate justice movement, dream big and make
ambitious plans.

Andreas  Ytterstad,  Concerned  Scientists  Norway  &  Bridge  to  the  Future  Conference
(Norway)

Andreas noted that after more than a decade and a half of campaigning, it’s clear that the
solution is less about the “power of argument” and more about “the argument of power”,
that is to say how do we mobilise social power to make changes we need in time. It’s clear
that in a time of multiple crises (Covid, Inflation, War) the climate crisis is underpinning
these and has an exacerbating effect on all  of them, as argued by Tony Clarke of the
Canadian Climate Jobs Campaign. 

In  Norway  we  have  ministers  and  senior  union  and  church  officials  attending  our
conferences.  Our message at the most  recent  climate jobs conference (Bridge to the
Future)  was  that  we  can  afford  no  more  wasted  opportunities.   The  response  to  the
European power crisis must be firm, decisive climate jobs action. 

Andreas reinforced the comments of the previous two speakers that it is essential to have
concrete climate transition plans.  Also, there will  be key moments that generalise the
debate, for example in the UK in 2009 when initial climate jobs campaigning dovetailed
with the Vestas wind turbine workers’ strike on the Isle of Wight. The UK campaign had a
good beginning in 2009, because of occupation at Vestas led to general argument on
climate  jobs  coming  together  with  concrete  struggle.  We  must  develop  a  general
programme but also seek connections with workers in specific struggles.  In the end the
Vestas campaign lost but inspired a wider layer of activists at an ideological level. 



Building Climate Jobs Campaigns
 

Activists  shared  their  experiences  on  building  Climate  Jobs  campaigns  in
different countries in very different political climates. Speakers discussed the
background,  focus  and  structure  of  their  local  or  national  campaigns.
Panelists: Paul LeBlanc, Tabitha Spence, Mette Haugen, Chris Baugh.

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=oG8aAf1yKCE&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE
5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=2

Paul LeBlanc, historian and author, on the Pittsburgh Green New Deal (United States; full
transcript available)

A campaign was launched in May 2021 by several experienced Pittsburgh activists for a
radical  and  uncompromising  Green  New  Deal.  Subsequently  a  group  of  around  20
activists  gathered  around  a  “Green  New  Deal  Declaration,”  identifying  four  areas  of
activity:  1)  A reading group,  2)  popular educational  outreach activity targeting activist
groups, religious groups, community groups, trade unions, student groups, 3) immediate
environmental activity, such as tree-planting, 4) a focus on coalition building.

There  have  been  two  major  developments  in  2022.  First,  our  organization  played  a
decisive role in initiating Allegheny County Council  Briefings on Abandoned Wells and
Mines.  The  second  major  initiative  involves  participation  in  a  coalition  which  won  a
remarkable  victory  against  fracking  in  Allegheny  County  parks.  An  anti-fracking
resolution was passed, winning 10 out of 15 Council votes. The Council Executive then
issued a veto on behalf of fracking. This generated an even more vociferous mobilization
by the coalition – and for the first time in the history of the County Council, the Executive’s
veto was overturned by a vote of 12 to 3. This was also the triumph of the first county-
wide anti-fracking ban in Pennsylvania history. 

We  are  discussing  with  our  coalition  partners  next  steps  in  the  campaign  for
environmental justice. We feel a mobilization to overcome the problem of abandoned gas
and oil wells could unite communities, environmental groups, and unions to help ensure
that  the  job  is  done  right,  with  the  creation  of  good  union  jobs  to  help  protect  our
environment. 

Mette Haugen, environmental advisor to Fagforbundet, General Workers Union (Norway)
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In Norway climate jobs campaigners have organised an annual conference, the Bridge to
the Future Conference, since 2014 involving churches, trade unions and climate scientists.
Around  600  people  attend  the  conference  each  year.   Seeking  to  move  forward  by
consensus  between  groups  that  have  conflicting  interests  in  some  areas,  they  have
produced a detailed climate jobs report in 2015, setting out how 100,000 climate jobs
could be created.  Norway has large sovereign wealth fund and nationalised oil  sector,
they are therefore well placed to push for a discussion about a managed transition to a
post-oil economy.

Tabitha Spence, anthropologist and activist based in Pakistan (Pakistan/United States) 

Tabitha  talked  about  the  scale  of  devastation  caused  by  the  recent  floods  and  the
rudimentary nature of organised trade union campaigning in a country where only1% of
workers  of  unionised.  Nevertheless,  there  have  been  recent  ecological  and  climate
related campaigns over the burning of waste products to heat factories and addressing
open sewers in public roads, also there is a growing movement for climate reparations. A
major issue in Pakistan is aggressive land development and speculation by elites who also
parrot the climate reparation line as they have nothing to lose by doing so.  The challenge
is to build a climate justice movement whilst building pressure on the government from
below. Temperatures have reached 50 degrees in places and there is a political vacuum.

Chris Baugh, former Assistant General Secretary of the Public and Commercial Services

Union (PCS), co-author of the One Million Climate Jobs pamphlet (United Kingdom)

The  One  Million  Climate  Jobs booklet  was  produced  by  trade  union  and  climate
campaigners in  2009 (with  recent  updates).  Chris  stressed  the importance of  hearing
about other global struggles and making the link between these campaigns in order to
extend the global network of climate jobs campaigns. We have to find strategies to bring
together organised workers and climate campaigners. As Greta Thunberg has said, we
need concrete plans not just slogans. 

We always  need  to  ensure  that  demands  to  stop  polluting factories  or  industries  are
backed up with alternative solutions for jobs and power production. Many unions involved
in polluting sectors  have been around a long time and have the resources to develop
climate transition policies. There are often conservative forces at the top of the unions
trying to block this development, but workers on the ground often understand the issues.
They  need  concrete  proposals  to  overcome  understandable  suspicions  that  they  will
suffer as a result of poorly managed transition to a low carbon economy. Chris gave two
examples  of  struggles  at  northern  UK  factories  (Rolls  Royce  and  GKN)  where  shop
stewards did raise the issue of moving towards socially useful production in negotiations
with management. In the UK direct action campaigners have led the way in highlighting



climate change issues (fracking, roads, new coal plants, new oil drilling licenses) and the
Conservative  Government  is  seeking  changes  to  the  law  changes  to  further  restrict
protest ad trade union rights.



Farming, Food and the Climate

In this session we wanted to explore the challenges ahead of us in terms of
farming and food production and solutions; the role of farmers and peasants
in climate change mitigation and adaptation, and in the transition, we wish
to see happening in our societies. We also wished to talk about how we can
build  power  from  social  movements,  especially  rural  and  peasant
movements to enable such transition.  Panelists: Max Ajl, Luana Carvalho,
Pedro Horta and Xiomy Acevedo. 

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=U0Q9yp2AyiE&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=3

Lanka Horstink, researcher at ICS-U Lisbon and coordinating member at the ecologist
association GAIA as well as the Portuguese Platform Stop GMO (Portugal)

Food and farming (and forestry  and fisheries),  as a key human activity,  are especially
challenging because it is, on the one hand a major contributor to climate change, not only
through  fossil  fuel  use,  but  also  through  livestock  emissions,  deforestation,  use  of
synthetic  chemicals  and degradation of  topsoil,  also  contributing to  rapid biodiversity
loss,  systemic pollution of agro-ecosystems,  and worker exploitation. But on the other
hand,  it  can be the one area where the maximum amount of regenerative/ecological,
social,  economic,  and  political  change  can  be  achieved,  maximising  welfare  for
approximately  half  of  the  world’s  population  who  are  either  farmers,  peasants,  rural
workers, or rural residents. 

This  is  where  the  most  jobs  can  be created  -  by  attracting  new proto-agroecological
farmers; by creating support systems for traditional farmers; by extending the value chain
for  small-scale  farmers  (processing),  by  creating  new  activities  >bio-fertilisers,  insect
habitat  providing,  rewilding,  recovery  of  ancestral  crafts,  but  also  training  of
agroecological skills; by fixing youth in rural areas, etc. 

This will not happen until we seriously overhaul the way food and farming systems are run
and  legislated  now,  controlled,  and  overwhelmed  by  hyper-intensive  agribusiness
initiatives. 

Luana Carvalho, a national leader of MST, Landless Rural Workers' Movement (Brazil)
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MST was created in the 80s and is one of the biggest rural movements is the world. Its
creation  was  the  result  of  the  coming  together  of  a  lot  of  struggles  in  Brazil,  as  the
agrarian issue in this country has never been resolved and is the root of social problems,
such as inequality, injustice, hunger, land concentration. 

When  it  was  funded,  MST  had  3  main  goals:  1)  struggle  for  the  land,  its  water  and
minerals; 2) land reform through public policies that not only secure access to land but
also access  to health,  education,  basic sanitation and other services that secure  living
conditions in rural areas; 3) social transformation, as there is the understanding that the
agrarian issue is not only a problem of rural populations but of the whole nation, as land
inequality is the root of a lot of the social crises faced by people also in the cities. This is
why  there  are  strong  connections  and  collaborations  with  other  movements  as  this
struggle has to be carried out by all of civil society.

The  official  creation  of  MST  came  also  in  the  sequence  of  the  "Green  Agricultural
Revolution"  in  the  70s  that  resulted  in  the  expropriation  of  peasants  and  indigenous
people from their lands, and in an increase in land concentration and social conflicts.

Besides from the struggles for land democratization and access to land, MST always had
in its agenda ecological concerns, and the will to create an alternative model of dealing
with agriculture, food, and natural resources. 

In 2014, MST launched a program of Popular Land Reform, and alternative model of land
reform  (compared  to  the  one  that  took  place  in  a  lot  of  European  countries),  which
combines social and ecological issues. In this model, land democratization is essential, but
also dealing with food and nature not as a commodity but as a common resource (which
opposes the hegemonic capitalistic logic of the current agribusiness) is key. To this regard
Agroecology is central in the project, and there is an ongoing process of transformation
to a model of agroecological production in the lands of MST. 

In 2019, they also launched in National Program of Tree Plantation, to counter-pose the
plans of the "genocidal"  and destructive policies of the government led by Bolsonaro,
which has led to a massive increase in deforestation. Re-forestation and forestation are in
this project seen as an ally to healthy food production. 

MST has played a very important role in guaranteeing food security in Brazil.  MST is
currently the biggest organic rice producer in Latin America, which is a sample food in
Brazil. It has particularly important during the pandemic, when it donated a lot of food to
families in difficulties.

Pedro  Horta  collaborates  with  ZERO,  a  national  environmental  NGO,  on  matters
regarding agricultural  policy at national and EU level,  and civic engagement initiatives
(Portugal)



Pedro explored the question of how public policy shapes agricultural systems. Europe is
one of the biggest beneficiaries and shapers of the global agricultural and food systems,
and has made it  so,  also at the cost of rural  populations domestically.  Post-world war
agrarian reforms, from the Marshall plan onwards, created a framework for private large-
scale  production,  and  for  maintaining  the  colonial  relationship  with  non-European
countries. These agrarian reforms resulted in extremely rural exodus, big decrease in the
farming population,  and in an industrialization of agriculture ("Green Revolution") and
concentration of land.

A lot of this policies have been kept intact until now, keeping a support for specialization
of  certain  region,  for  increase  the  farm  structure,  for  economies  of  scale  and
industrialization of production and converting distribution of food to big retailers.

At first the policies promoted some protectionism, to help development food production
in  the  post-war  years  and  to  stabilize  the  markets  internally  and  then  the  heavy
subsidization of food also promoted heavy exports of cheap food, directly competing with
food produced in those countries. Even currently, as the European Common Agriculture
Policy  is  being  reformer,  most  of  the  supports  go  to  a  very  small  fraction  of  the
beneficiaries,  which  are  already  a  small  fraction  of  the  farmers.  Around  20%  of  the
beneficiaries aggregate 80% of the funds, mostly because support is linked to area (the
bigger the area, the bigger the support).

In a lot of southern European countries there is now a second wave of intensification,
mostly due to intensive irrigation project.  This seems lie a contradiction,  as  these are
often  high-drought  regions,  where  there  are  massive  investments  in  projects  for
concentrating water in one area and benefiting a small concentration of farmers with big
land, and favouring industrial monoculture production, to integrate local markets through
commodity  production.  This  is  happening  often  associated  to  new  forms  of  slavery,
exploitation of rural workers, including increasingly migrant workers, which are severely
exploited. 

Current policies do not recognise the importance of small farmers. Nevertheless, Covid
showed us that these are still crucial for food security and tend to be more resilient in the
face  of  catastrophes.  Large-scale  farming,  on  the  other  hand,  is  very  dependent  on
external, non-sustainable inputs and has high energy and water needs. 

In  terms  of  agriculture's  impacts  on  the  climate,  it  seems  that  the  amount  of  GHG
emissions from agriculture has decreased on a European level, according to the official
number.  However,  these  number  do  not  account  for  the  impacts  of  consumption,
transportation,  and  production  of  factors  of  production  such  as  pesticides,  and  other
aspects of food systems, which are externalized.

As so, there is the need for a real shift in policies that allows for news models of food
production and rural livelihoods.



Max Ajl,  associated  researcher  at  Tunisian Observatory  for  Food Sovereignty  and the
Environment, associate editor at Agrarian South and Journal of Labor and Society (Tunisia)

Max explored the idea of climate jobs within a global perspective. It is very important for
people who are concern with the re-structuring of global and local agrarian sectors on
sustainable, egalitarian, democratic and anti-capitalist lines, that we recognised that the
topics of the impacts of food and agriculture systems of climate and the environment is
already on the agenda, but not in the way we want it, he expressed. He said that there has
been  an  attempt,  by  existing  institutions,  to  articulate  an  agenda  for  natural  climate
solutions that is deeply relying on a de-politicized version of food and agriculture related
climate jobs or natural-based systems jobs. 

Even some sectors of the progressive left have been very disinterested in agriculture, and
these issues are now being recuperated and instrumentalised in favour of an agenda in
favour of monopoly capital, by monopoly capital, Max noted. Instead, we want an agenda,
which  is  people-centred,  fights  against  monopoly  capital  and  has  a  holistic  approach
when discussing what kind of transformation we need that protects this kind of labour,
which protects the environment. 

Max presented 3  broad progressive approaches:  1)  one that focuses a bit  narrowly or
specifically on jobs in agriculture; 2) one that focuses on agriculture and jobs in this sector,
within a broader ambit  of  land management;  3)  one that puts  land management and
agriculture within a system of polarized accumulation. This is connected to the questions
of North and South relations, brutal systems of exploitation, direct political persecution,
that are faced by people in the southern agrarian sector. This is why we must be aware of
the interconnections that exist between Northern and Southern food Systems. Northern
agricultural  systems have a massive ecological  and climate impact,  being the primary
drivers  of  the  biodiversity  crises,  and  also  has  massive  impacts  on  human  health.
Furthermore,  they  are  associated  with  commodity  production  in  the  South,  to  be
exported  to  the  North;  rely  on  structural  unemployment  in  the  South  because  they
depend on land expropriation in southern countries for commodity production and wage
suppression.  Finally,  there is  the northern import of southern workers  from destroyed
agrarian areas. This is a global constituted system, he remarked.

This whole system is not a self-regulated system. On the contrary, it is a political system, a
politically protected system, via for example violence towards activities, that put agrarian
reforms in  the south on hold.  It  is  also  reliant  on Northern attacks  against  the entire
political  sovereignty  of  Southern  nation,  which  has  in  turn  social  an  ecological
consequences. 

As  so,  the  agricultural  climate  jobs  that  we  what  are  also  interlaced  with  the  very
complicated question of  imperialism and neocolonialism.  It  is  essential,  if  we want to
support  Northern  agrarian  justice  movements,  to  have  northern  agrarian  reforms.



Agrarian reforms have to be on the agenda, not only in the south, where it is an absolute
necessity  for  popular  development,  but  also  in  the  north  where  land  is  also  a  major
investment  asset  and  is  extremely  highly  concentrated.  Max  mentioned  the  need  to
change the property relations in the countryside to allow for a green transition, so that
people can apply labour and get just rewards for that. 

There is a need to value farmers labour, which has been politically devalued as to replace
labour  with  capital  on  the  countryside,  allowing  extraction  through  commodity
speculation with big benefits for monopoly capital. This speculation and commodification
of food has to stop. If food is a commodity, land and labour is going to be destroyed. 

We have to support land struggles, rural and peasants struggles everywhere, as this is the
kind  of  jobs  that  can  cut  emissions,  store  carbon,  restore  ecosystems  and  key  to  an
ecological transition. 

There must be awareness in the North of their impacts on the South, through what they
import and export. Northern import of southern workers from destroyed agrarian regions
is politically  protected,  sometimes by violence,  but  also through Northern support  for
disempowerment of Southern farmers / peasants. Land is a major battleground between
economic models. 

Xiomy Acevedo is founder and director of Barranquilla+20 a youth-led NGO whose
mission  is  to  educate  and  empower  children  and  youth  in  climate  change,
biodiversity and water issues (Colombia)

She could not attend due to energy cuts in her rural area in Colombia



Ecofeminism

The session was about the connections between the feminist struggle and
the  climate  and  environmentalist  struggles  and  about  the  connections
between  class  struggle  and  feminist  struggle,  looking  not  only  into  the
reality, but also looking at solutions and plans that tackle the current social,
care and climate crisis. So, to discuss what is the role and importance of the
ecofeminist perspective and care work in stopping climate collapse and in
the transition to an ecosocialist society, Panelists: Inês Teles, Stefania Barca
and Joana Bergolat.

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=y6Hx3ou8HHY&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBn
E5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=4

Inês Teles  is  a  climate justice  activist  based in  Lisbon and has  conducted
work within grassroots organizations on issues of ecofeminism (Portugal)

Inês introduced Ecofeminism as a current of feminist thought that argues, among other
things,  that the exploitation of women and the environment have similar  roots  within
capitalist  exploitation and thus need to be addressed  simultaneously.  This  perspective
should and must be incorporated in Climate Jobs campaigns.

Stefania  Barca,  associated  with  the  University  of  Santiago  and  the  Center  for  Social
Studies in Coimbra University, focuses on issues of justice in environmental and climate
change (Spain)

A lot of people associate ecofeminism with rural women, mostly from the Global South
and with struggles for the land and from the commons. This is indeed a very important
part of what ecofeminism is about, and also of how ecofeminism was “born”, as it was
very present is women led struggles, namely rural struggles, in the Global South, such as
the Chipko Movement, in India. These movements were led by women because of the
social division of labour that takes place in societies globally, with women being in charge
of  most  of  the  reproductive  labour,  which  means  the  work  necessary  for  ensuring
reproduction of lives in the communities, and sustaining households. Such struggles led
by women in rural areas fighting for the conditions of reproduction, and defending the
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connections between the environment and reproduction, have been historically a very
important material basis for Ecofeminism.

We have learned a lot from these struggles about such connections, and this is exactly
what  ecofeminism  is  about:  awareness  that  human  well-being  and  health  are  strictly
related to environmental health and well-being. This line of thinking opposes what has
been dominant in a lot of Western thinking, that non-human nature is something that
should be mastered and dominated, and that human well-being is much more related to
technology, science and industry, as ways of controlling nature.

Ecofeminism is about saying that our well-being and out material interests, as working-
class  people,  overlap  to  a  huge  extent  with  the  “needs  and  interests”  of  non-human
nature, and that these cannot be separated. This message comes from a particular class
of workers which are not exclusively women. These are reproductive workers and people
who, traditionally and also currently, are mostly in charge of care and reproductive work.
Care  and  reproductive  work  includes  caring  for  people,  but  also  caring  for  the
environment, which can be nature, forest, rural areas, but also neighbourhoods in urban
areas. This work, which society relies on, is often (but not only) carried on by women.
Many peasant and indigenous communities also can be seen as earth-carers. This is so
because they know that their well-being depends upon the health and well-being of the
environment and ecosystems.

The  big  task  is  to  understand  how  to  create  strong  alliances  between  the  forces  of
production  (such  as  industrial  labour)  and  forces  of  reproduction  as  potential
revolutionary forces with potential to change the system.

Joana Bergolat is a member of Anticapitalistas, a political organization aspiring to build an
internationalist  revolutionary  movement  creating  an  ecosocialist  and  feminist  society
(Spain)

There is  a diversity of currents  of thought,  theoretical  analysis,  political  proposals and
social and social movements that share the concept of ecofeminism but not all with the
same meaning, Joana remarked.  She sees ecofeminism as based on Marxist  and anti-
capitalistic points of view, as a framework of understanding and of political action that
explains  the  historical  material  and  ideological  connections  between  the  process  of
domination, exploitation and appropriation that happen over women’s bodies and nature.
When talking about women bodies,  she actually means all  feminized bodies or bodies
that are understood as they can be appropriated by the system. Within this framework,
she proposes emancipation and rupture from the capitalist system, which is genocidal,
colonial  and  patriarchal.As  so,  ecofeminism  is  useful  and  strategically  and  politically
important,  as  to broaden perspectives  on the ecological  crisis  and on the ecosocialist
proposal, adding the links with the theories of social reproduction, Joana explained. This is



especially important in a context in which the reproduction of life increasingly generates
more and more conflicts in the face of the imperatives of capital production. Each time
capitalism  is  in  a  crisis,  and  tries  to  “relaunch”  profit  generation,  it  generates  more
precariousness on the processes that are necessary to sustain life. The system does so
through violence and exploitation, which are visible in our daily lives.

Ecofeminism  is  useful  and  strategically  and  politically  important,  through  broadening
perspectives on the ecological  crisis and on the ecosocialist proposal,  adding the links
with the theories of social reproduction. This is especially important in a context in which
the reproduction of life increasingly generates conflicts in the face of the imperatives of
capital  production.  Each  time  capitalism  is  in  a  crisis,  and  tries  to  “relaunch”  profit
generation,  it  generates  more  precariousness  in  the  processes  that  are  necessary  to
sustain life. The system does so through violence and exploitation, which are visible in our
daily lives.

Ecofeminism perspectives are essential when talking about labour. Understanding labour
in a broader sense means talking about finitude, limits, vulnerability, values,  resources,
commons, ecosystems, etc. We need also to understand which lands are being used for
certain  economic  activities,  and  which  lands  are  not.   We  must  understand  colonial
processes,  interdependences,  eco-dependences.  We  also  need  to  talk  about  unpaid
labour, care work, “invisible” work. There is much unnamed work. When we try to name it,
it becomes political, and we must address it. 

We should put care in the centre of each sphere of work. Currently we live in a society in
which what is profitable for business is prioritized over healing, cutting down trees rather
than reforesting, offering precarious jobs rather than decent working conditions, using
agrochemicals  instead  of  using  local  agroecological  methods,  appropriating  women’s
lifetimes rather than establishing social responsibility for reproductive and care work, etc. 

If we take an ecofeminist political and economic approach, we can propose to work less,
to produce what is necessary,  and that we all work and that we redistribute it all.   It is
interesting to talk about, in the scope of ecofeminist climate jobs, of reduction in working
hours and working week, socially redistribution of work, particularly reproductive work,
which must be valued and visible. Also in this optic, a public system of care work would be
an interesting proposal, as well as the idea of re-taking the commons, and community
goods.  We  should  challenge  the  paradigm  of  infinite  growth  and  acknowledge  the
physical limitations of our bodies and territories. 

Ecofeminism  can  play  a  role  in  overcoming  the  reductionist  view  of  work,  and
guaranteeing the suitability of life, by de-commodifying our social needs and prioritizing
non-market  ways  to  access  material,  social  and  cultural  resources.  This  means  also
fighting  against  racial  and  colonial  oppressions,  which  need  to  be  integrated  in  the
climate jobs and ecofeminist approach.



Faeza  Meyer  is  a  community  organizer  from South  Africa,  a  Water  Justice  activist,  a
member  of  the  Africa  Eco  Feminist  Collective  (AEC)  the  African  Water  Commons
Collective (AWCC) and the Western Cape Water Caucus (WCWC) who is a chapter of the
South African Water Caucus (SAWC) and the Afrca Water Justice Network.

Faeza could not attend due to energy cuts and internet problems in Cape Town.



Climate Politics, Racism and Refugees

The  history  and  structure  of  the  modern  global  economy  have  shaped
today’s patterns of climate change. Generated by carbon-fuel economies of
the Global North, it is impacting with greater devastation on the peoples of
the Global South.  Racism is used to justify presumably acceptable “sacrifice
zones,”  and  also  contributes  to  an  often-lethal  hostility  toward  refugees
fleeing  from  these  impacted  regions.   Paneists:  Rehad  Desai,  Dr.   Claire
Cohen and Suda Sim Meriç.

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=s3y_DwvTkE&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE5
JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=5 

Dr.  Claire Cohen,  physician and psychiatrist,  is active in on the Pittsburgh Green New
Deal,  Physicians for a National Heath Program, and the Black Workers Center (United
States)

In  the United  States  those  who are  poor,  working class,  and people of  color  (African
Americans, Latinos, indigenous peoples) are traditionally those whose living and working
spaces  have  been  disproportionately  subjected  to  environmentally  unsafe  and  toxic
conditions.  She was able to provide multiple examples related to: climate-fueled flooding
from  Jackson,  Mississippi  (where  privileged  white  areas  benefit  from  private  water
systems, while 85%of black households have been without usable water for bathing or
drinking  for  over  40  days);  the  still-felt  impacts  of  the  Hurricane  Katrina  climate
catastrophe of 2005 (which generated a wave of internal refugees from New Orleans to
Houston, Texas); and what has been tagged “cancer alley” – created by concentrations of
chemical and fossil-fuel industries in a large swath of Louisiana.  

Suda Sim Meriç is  a university student  and climate activist,  studying to be an Energy
Systems Engineer (Turkey)

The plight of developing countries can be illustrated by the example of Turkey (at the
crossroads of the Middle East and Europe), is beset by wars, conflicts and innumerable
stresses,  increased by overpopulation and exacerbated  by the influx of refugees  from
Syria,  Afghanistan and the Ukraine.  In order to meet the needs of its  population and
advance its own development, it is dependent on securing much of its energy from other
countries, most of which involves use of fossil fuels.  Unlike wealthier and more developed
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countries (in a vastly superior position to transition to a green economy), Turkey – lacking
the economic resources to make such a transition – finds itself under mounting pressure
to reduce its use of fossil fuels.

Sarah Eleazar is a journalist covering such themes as environmental racism
and workers' rights, currently doing graduate work in anthropology through
University of Texas-Austin).

Zahid Ali is an investigative journalist covering climate change and energy
policy  focusing  on mega coal  power  and hydro  power  projects  and  their
impacts on local populations. (Pakistan)

One-third  of  Pakistan  has  just  been  submerged  by  flooding,  killing  1000  people,
displacing millions more – hundreds of thousands seeking shelter in hastily created tent
cities, hundreds of thousands more seeking emergency shelter in already congested and
resource-strapped urban areas,  often unwelcome and treated as if  they were “zombie
hordes.” Unprecedented flooding follows in the wake of severe drought and heat waves,
with  environmental  calamity  now  spanning  all  months  of  the  year.   In  addition  to
immediate  mega-disasters,  there  has  been  the  “normal”  every  day  and  ongoing
environmental  violence  due  to  the  massive  inflow  of  fossil-fuel  energy  –  displacing
traditional  communities  whose  agriculture  and  pastureland  is  being  turned  into  toxic
ecologies. Such developments are driven by massive investments from such as countries
as Germany, the USA, China, Japan into hydro-plants as well as coal-based and gas-based
power projects; the Global South which is being turned into “sacrifice zones” and “death
zones” for the benefit of the more prosperous Global North.

Rehad Desai, a former political exile, returned to his home country in 1990, working in the
television  and  film  industry  as  a  producer  and  director,  making  several  major
documentaries (South Africa).

Flooding in the South African port city of Durban has just swept away 500 lives and many
thousands  of  homes.   Another  major  port  city,  Beira,  in  nearby  Mozambique,  was
devastated in 2019 by an unprecedented two cyclones in the same season, destroying
300,000 homes yet receiving minimal aid.  For such impoverished areas, loans must be
sought  from  the  World  Bank  and  International  Monetary  Fund,  leading  to  further
indebtedness  among  the  poorest  countries  in  the  world.   The  increasing  pattern  of
generalized  draught  combined  with  devastating  floods  impacts  on  Africa’s  peasant
farmers who feed 80% of the continent –intensifying dependency on food aid amid rising
malnutrition levels, with an estimated 21 million people confronting starvation.  Cost of
living increases on top of these crises are creating an explosive situation.  



Fake solutions and fake financial  promises put forward by prosperous and profiteering
countries of the Global  North include:  a failure to make good on billions of dollars  in
promised assistance in transitioning to green economies; a failure to provide any burden
sharing  in  overcoming  the  threats  to  our  environment;  an  insistence  on  assuming
responsibility for historical emissions of greenhouse gasses prior to 1990 (thereby putting
the blame on such countries as China and India).   Disasters and catastrophes are now
upon us and increasing exponentially.  The only solutions can come through struggle and
solidarity on a global level.



From Resistance to Just Transition

The  aim  of  this  session  was  to  explore  the  experience  of  specific
environmental  struggles across the world and how we can develop wider
campaigns around Climate Jobs alternatives.  Panelists: Bianco Castro, Clara
Paillard, Ilksen Dincer Bas and Ashim Roy. 

You can watch the recording of the speakers here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-
iiUGfSSqo&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=6 

Bianca Castro is based in Portugal and is a climate justice activist in Fridays for the Future,
and in Climáximo, a climate justice grassroots collective in Portugal, and an organiser in
Greenpeace  (Portugal)

Bianca  introduced  the  current  struggle  for  a  just  transition  in  the  most  polluting
municipality  in  Portugal,  a  small  city  in  Alentejo  called Sines.  She  explained  how this
region  is  currently  under  the  threat  of  false  solutions  for  the  transition  of  its  most
polluting industries and gave an example of the importance of having a climate jobs plan
when talking to workers in these transitioning regions. 

Ilksen Dincer Bas is a trade unionist and climate activist (Turkey).

She  explained  that  the  union  movement  is  weaker  now  than  it  was  in  the  sixties  or
seventies in Turkey. She and the important work in building a Climate Justice Coalition in
the country. A Caravan had taken the climate message to many parts of Turkey and was a
useful way to promote climate jobs plans. 

Ashim Roy is a leader of a major trade union federation in India (India) 

He gave an account of the struggles of the Indian trade union movement against the
nationalist and right-wing Modi government. There was a growing debate in the ranks of
trade unions around the question of climate change and what a just transition needs to
look like. This is of a major importance in view of the scale of coal production across India.
This is a nationalised and unionised industry and developing a climate jobs plans will be
essential for fighting for a just transition. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-iiUGfSSqo&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=6
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Clara Paillard is a trade union organizer and climate activist based in the UK. She is part of
Tipping Point in the UK and is an organizer in XR Trade Union and in Unite the Union (UK)

Clara gave an account of the anti-fracking campaign in the UK where the case for climate
jobs became an important element of the campaign. There was growing evidence of the
ongoing struggles against new fossil fuel projects in the North Sea and in Cumbria and
with  a  generalised  strike  wave,  climate  activists  were  showing  solidarity  with  striking
workers. Establishing a genuine dialogue with trade unionists can help build the case for
climate jobs and unions developing their own alternatives. 



How Do We Cut Emissions?

How can we cut the carbon emissions responsible for  the crises in global
warming,  global  pollution,  and  the  loss  of  ecosystems  supporting  life  on
Earth?  Addressing the climate crisis requires scientific solutions, but it is also
sharply  poses political  questions.   How can popular  support  be mobilized
around a transition to a green energy program?  Such a program will require
a huge expansion of jobs and work, cutting emissions to near zero within a
climate justice framework. Panelists: Suzanne Jeffery, Shouvik Chakrabort,
Benjamin Alvero, and Dr. Patricia De Marco.

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=I_VNWI23hU8&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE
5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=8 

Dr. Patricia De Marco, author of  Pathways to a Sustainable Future: A Global Perspective
from  Pittsburgh,  with  a  doctorate  in  Biology  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh;  Vice
President, Forest Hills Borough Council (United States)

We face an existential crisis: the global temperature is project to rise by a devastating 4°C
or even 6°C by 2050; 99% of the global population already breathes polluted air daily;
there is a loss of ecosystems that are the foundation of our economic livelihoods, food
security, health, and quality of life worldwide. The laws of nature are not negotiable.  To
restore and protect the living Earth that provides our life support system, it is necessary to
implement a global policy U-turn, preventing the rise of global temperature above 2°C,
with  a  transition  to  renewable  energy  systems,  regenerative  agriculture  for  carbon
capture, restoring forests, healing damaged land.  We must move from an extraction-to-
trash mode of running our economy to a circular-supply-chain design.  Plans have already
been developed that can create a clean economy that produced good-family-supporting
jobs.  It is essential that we live in harmony with nature and not persist in protecting the
twenty multinational corporations that get rich at the expense of the general population.

Benjamin  Miguel  Alvero,  Campaign  Officer  of  the  labor  center  SENTRO,  active  in
initiatives promoting worker’s involvement in climate justice (Philippines) 

It is possible to cut carbon emissions by 87% from current levels if we realize that effective
climate action cannot be individual but instead systemic – preventing the corporations
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from pumping billions of tons of fossil fuel emissions into our atmosphere. The science is
clear, and the technical capacity exists to solve this problem, but there is the political need
to  challenge  the  powers  profiting  from  the  present  environmental  catastrophe.  It  is
necessary  to  mobilize  social  power  to  force  governments  and  the  private  sector  to
change  how  we  structure  economic  activity.  We  must  build  majorities  for  economic,
social, and environmental justice. It will take a global working-class majority with a sense
of solidarity, exercising collective power through collective action. The question is how to
convince workers to act collectively in defence of the environment. The larger issue must
be  linked  to  a  defence  of  workers’  actual  livelihoods,homes,  and communities.  Trade
unions can play an important role in providing mass involvement by forging links between
the defence of the environment and the struggle for workers’ immediate needs.

Shouvik Chakraborty is associated with the Political Economy Research Institute at the
University of Massachusetts and Teachers against Climate Change (India) 

Asia is already in the midst to the long-predicted climate crisis – with successions of heat
waves, droughts, and floods in regions of high population density inevitably resulting in
elevated  death  rates.  The  fossil-fuel  sector  of  the  economy  generates  75%  of  the
greenhouse  gases  responsible  for  global  warming.  Needed  are  transitions  in  energy
systems and energy efficiency,  ecologically  oriented land and urban restructuring  and
planning,  and  public  transit  systems  placing  wasteful  private  automobiles.  Studies
document that two-to-three times more jobs would be provided by such clean energy
solutions  than  are  provided  by  fossil-fuel  based  employment.  Inequality  between  rich
countries  and poor countries  is  matched  by inequality  between rich elites  and poorer
laboring majorities within each country, emphasizing that it is the wealthy elites in each
country (the top 10%) who have the largest carbon footprint – the problem has never
been with the worker either in the poorer countries or the richer countries. Taxes in rich
polluters  could be used to help the poor and to compensate workers  transitioning to
green jobs. Workers in all countries must find ways to control their countries’ resources,
uniting to create a better world.

Suzanne  Jeffery  is  Chair  of  Campaign  against  Climate  Change  (UK),  environmental
activist and trade unionist, and editor of Climate Jobs: building a workforce for the climate
emergency (United Kingdom) 

Workers both in the Global North and Global South face dramatically eroding qualities of
life, calls for a “just transition” from the fossil-fuel economy must not reproduce existing
global inequalities. Economic transition must go beyond carbon industry – embracing all
sectors of the economy: energy, homes, transport system, even waste (which can be a
resource  for  repair,  restoration,  etc.).  The  call  for  job  creation  broadens  the  debate,
connecting with other struggles.  The demand for  public  ownership and investment in



public  jobs  must  be  advanced.  Calls  for  a  public  works  program  connected  with  (1)
demands for a policy of home insulation and use of solar energy to reduce costs, and (2)
demands for  the creation  and  extension of  an  integrated  public  and affordable  mass
transit system. The vision of a “just transition” should be broadened to a just economic
transformation. 



Fossil Fuel Workers and Climate Jobs

The aim of the session was to explore how we involve workers and trade
unions in a conversation about a just transition, with a focus on workers in
the  energy  intensive  industries  and  lessons  for  overcoming  the  obstacles
placed in our way.  How do we develop campaigns that  align trade union
industrial aims with developing a climate jobs alternative, with Neil Rothnie,
Vivian Price and Gabrielle Zeliazkov.

You can watch the recording of the speakers here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=UiDosF2XLmk&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBn
E5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=7 

Neil Rothnie was a union organiser in the oil industry for over 40 years and is an active
campaigner for ScotE3 and Extinction Rebellion (XR)  (Scotland)

He spoke of the often-dysfunctional nature of the unions who claim to represent workers
in  the  North  Sea.  There  are  problems  of  access  to  workers  and  this  can  be  best
circumvented by grass-roots activity in the industry itself; activity that defends workers’
rights, pay and safety and starts to develop a discussion about climate and the meaning of
a just transition.

Vivian Price has worked in the oil, automotive and construction industries in the US. She is
a  co-author  of  Work  and  Communities  in  Transition  and  many  reports  on  worker
transition in the oil and defence industries (US) 

Vivian gave examples of coalition building between unions and climate activists and spoke
of the need for alternative plans and placing demands upon politicians for decisive action
to cut emissions and real job protection for the workers affected.

Gabrielle Zeliazkov is Just Transition campaigner at Platform London and an activits in XR
Trade Unions (UK)

Gabrille spoke of her work in starting a dialogue with workers in oil and gas including the
use of surveys of workers. This often revealed the fact workers are generally far more
interested about a serious discussion about the future of their jobs and the industry than
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many  trade  union  officials  who  often  act  as  gatekeepers.  She  spoke  of  the  need  for
climate activists to take the case for climate jobs into the trade union movement. When
working  together,  the  trade  union  and  climate  movements  find  there  is  far  more  in
common than is realised.



Next Steps

In the final session of the conference, it was hosted a discussion on the next
steps  of  the  campaign.  Two  speakers  talked  about  what  are  the  climate
politics currently. And then we moved to a discussion of what the climate
jobs network can do in the next two years with Tuna Emren, Jonathan Neale
and Ammar Ali Jan. 

You  can  watch  the  recording  of  the  speakers  here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PdrkU_zGMhk&list=PLHSWnVM63oeBnE5JIB59bGirrVUyfmsr1&index=9 

Tuna Emren is an activist, storyteller, and writer on climate change science and politics
(Turkey)

Powerful  economies  of  the  world  have  undermined  significant  action to  stop  climate
change, while they choose to spend their money with war machines, again, Tuna said.
She talked about the war in Ukraine and how it showed this very clearly, since the war is
being used as an excuse to escalate the energy and economic crises.  We are facing a
multi-dimensional crisis of fossil  capitalism. This is a system driven by consumption of
fossil fuels. 

We can clearly see that making capitalism sustainable is an impossible mission. This fossil
fuels expansion will mean floods, heat waves, impoverishment, inequality, migration, food
depravation,  water  crisis  and  pandemics.  Pakistan  is  the proof  that  people  who  have
contributed the least to climate change are now in the front lines of the disasters.  But
there are many other places in where people are facing hunger and other catastrophes. 

As  humanity  faces  this  existential  crisis,  the  biggest  polluting  countries  continue  to
produce extraordinary wealth, and the fossil fuels industry has delivered 3 billion dollars
per day for each of the last 50 years. We cannot fixed the climate crisis without fixing
systemic inequalities, Tuna remarked. Capitalism can continue to profit from the current
crisis, by inventing new technologies and creating business opportunities, such as Carbon
Trading or GMOs. Capitalism cannot offer us a real solution. This is a class struggle. 

Global economic food crisis produce revolts everywhere. Protests over food and energy
prices, or over authoritarian regimes tend to become mass movements. We know that, in
reality, it is the labour of ordinary people that allows capitalism to work. So we have the
people power that is needed to win. We have the solutions. These are Climate Jobs. These
can and will bring that change. 
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Ammar Ali Jan is a historian, activist, youth leader and academic. He is founder and
president  of  Haqooq-e-Khalq  Party,  also  a  member  of  Progressive  International
(Pakistan)

Ammar  Ali  Jan  was  at  the  time  of  the  conference  organizing  a  big  protest,  in  the
sequence of the huge floods that hit Pakistan. In this protest they were calling for debt
reparations for Pakistan, and a re-thinking of the development model inside the country.
A model that prioritizes people and nature over greed and profits. Pakistan was facing an
unprecedented and catastrophic. Almost one third of the country was under water, with
large parts of it being under water at the time of the talk. 

Even  when  water  goes  away,  crops  will  still  be  destroyed,  homes  will  be  destroyed,
hospitals, schools. It is the erasure of a world inhabited by millions of people, that is no
longer there. He told us about the devastation he witnessed, lack of food, and aid. People
told him horror stories, of people making “impossible” choices, such as whether to save
the child or the father, to spend money on food or medicine, whether to take books or
take clothes. 

Even with the water from the floods receding, the situation was not improving. The entire
economy destroyed. The outbreak of diseases, such as malaria and typhoid, due to lack of
sanitation. 

This is in part a national crime, as the government was under prepared, and as due to the
real estate speculation, people have been built infrastructure on the river bed. Capitalism
today in Pakistan is very much tied to real estate speculation. Furthermore, there as been
a re-orientation of  the economy to meet  the needs  of  the people.  Pakistan is  a  pool
country, with annual subsidies to elites, that amount to almost 17 billion dollars a year. It is
criminal that not a penny of this 17 billion dollars has been touched, and that the state
does not seem to be bothered to create the capacity to take care of millions of its children
who are right now exposed to hunger, disease and illiteracy. 

Similarly, there is a huge food shortage coming up due to the destruction of crops and
due to the war in Ukraine. In a country with already 40% of children malnourished, there is
the threat of large scale starvation.  And yet the is  speculation happening in the food
market, with food prices coming up, and the government again fails to intervene. This is
one of the biggest indictments of the market system of capitalism, which prioritizes the
profit  of a few people who are speculating on food grains,  in  food exchange markets
elsewhere, while farmers are now facing starvation, and there is hardly anyone willing to
help  them.  Farmers  which  have  always  feed  people  in  Pakistan,  and  elsewhere.  The
world, and specially the global North, is failing these people. 

There  should  be  colonial  reparations.  The  value  accounting  for  the  exploitation  that
Britain did when colonizing India, amounts to about 45 trillion dollars. That is enough to,
not only fed everyone in South Asia, but to also developed a first-class health care system,
education system, and more than enough to transition to a green economy. Aside from



the history of underdevelopment that led to starvation, poverty, and illiteracy for South
Asia, there is another devastation caused by the global North, which is climate disaster.
Pakistan has not used its own quota of safe emissions, while many countries in the global
North are exceeding their quotas by 200 to 300%. It is grossly unjust that people who have
contributed negligible amount to climate change, who have done nothing to work hard in
the most difficult conditions, who are already underpaid,  underemployed,  people who
have to work extra hard to make sure there is already enough food for their children,
whose children are already malnourished, these are the people that are paying the price
of the recklessness and the greed of a few corporations, of a few militaries, and of a few
countries situated in the global North. 

This is not just a humanitarian crises, this is a political, economic, man-made disaster. We
are calling for Climate reparations for Pakistan, which includes debt cancellation. There is
the need for debt to be cancel so that there is fiscal space to cater to other needs. We call
also  upon  a  re-orientation  of  the  internal  economy,  away  from  the  elites,  who  have
monopolized land, wealth and property in Pakistan. This is not a nationalist struggle, this
is a class war. 

People  have been  forced  into  a  system  and  a  development  model  that  is  unjust  and
unsustainable. Capitalism is not working for the people or for nature, he expressed. There
is the need for a transition plan, in Pakistan, and globally, a global Green New Deal, a
global socialist plan. He ended by saying that the real utopians are those who think that
things can go as usual. “To be pragmatic, one has to be a revolutionary”. 

Jonathan Neale is a writer, trade unionist, and climate activist. His most recent book is
Fight the Fire: Green New Deals and Global Climate Jobs  (United Kingdom)

Jonathan talked about next steps, both the big picture for the movement, but also the
next steps for the Global Network. He mentioned the new things he learned during the
conference, from the speakers and from the discussion. 

Jonathan  has  realised,  by  listening  to  the  speaker  in  the  session  on  Climate  Politics,
Racism and Refugees, that “this is the end of the beginning of climate change”. “This is a
moment of transformation and socially a tipping point”.  Jonathan remembered what the
speakers from Pakistan talked about, but also remembered the situation in Afghanistan,
South Africa and Mozambique. This is climate change, and not just natural disasters, and
the numbers of affected people are and will be immense. 

Climate  change  will  move  forward,  which  means  that  if  we  don’t  stop  emissions  of
greenhouse gases globally, the situation will only get worse in these and other countries,
with ever increasing challenges. Jonathan explained that the seriousness of the situation
in which we are right now, means a different movement. A movement that in many ways
is per force led by people who are up against the consequences of climate change, and
whose lives are already being devastated. We need these people to fight for a renewable



low-carbon world,  if  we are to save human live  as  we know it,  and to build a  decent
society. We need everyone in the world to fight for this. We need a movement that can
bring together the people who are up against the consequences of climate change, with
people from big emitting countries,  in which many people will  also face the effects of
climate change. 

This is an enormous tasks facing us, as Jonathan pointed out. He remembered that often
the rulers in countries, such as China and India, tell their people that this is all the fault of
the workers in the Global North, who live comfortably, while rulers in countries like USA
tell  their  workers,  that  is  all  the  fault  of  workers  elsewhere.  We  must  bring  people
together and create a global movement. 

Jonathan then explained what the Global Climate Jobs Networks want to do as part of this
movement, and what people can do to join this network. This is presented in the next
section  of  the  report  in  more  detailed.  Mostly  important  we  want  to  strengthen  this
network, as we consider it to be an important part of the Climate Justice Movement, that
can provide a vision and program for how to stop climate change and build an alternative,
renewable, just society for all. 



Global Climate Jobs Network: Moving Forward

We  were  very  pleased  to  have  brought  together  such  an  amazing,  diverse,  and
international group of activists, scholars, community organizers and more, to talk about
the role  of  Climate  Jobs  Programs  and  Campaigns  in  building a  stronger  movement,
capable of stopping climate collapse; to delve into the challenges and opportunities for
doing so; and to discuss the strategies for building a stronger climate justice movement
supported by powerful Climate Jobs campaigns. 

The conference closed with a session on Next Steps for the Global Network of Climate
Jobs, and we have some exciting news to share with you. We want to support the creation
of new campaigns, strengthen the existing campaigns, and enhance coordination among
the global networks. To do so, we propose to: 

 Set  up  workshops  on  Climate  Jobs  and  Just  Transition  in  collaboration  with
climate,  labour,  and  other  activists,  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  These
workshops will aim to empower and provide tools for building and strengthening
local, regional, or national struggles for Just Transitions and Climate Jobs. These
would have as target participants activists, union members, workers, community
members and organizers. The idea is that these will be a space (1) to explore the
concept  of  Just  Transition  and  its  historical  framework;  (2)  to  dwell  on  the
differences between real just transitions, and the transformations labelled as “just
transitions” that are currently taking place; (3) to explore the technical, political,
and social challenges, in each context, of implementing a Just Transition and the
solutions to these challenges: (4) to strategize and organize. 

 Provide support for writing national and regional reports on Climate Jobs.

   Organize at the end of 2023 the next Global Climate Jobs Conference.

These  “next  steps”  proposals  are  nevertheless  not  possible  without  more  people  on
board. So, if you are interested in helping set up workshops in your country or region, or
other  kinds  of  support  to  help  you  kick-off  a  Climate  Jobs  Campaign,  please  do  not
hesitate to reach out to us. You can contact us via email on climatejobs2022@aol.com.

The  videos  of  the  sessions  are  on  the  website  and  on  this  YouTube  channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcPv5xadLJYWEPC1ijBdCZA 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcPv5xadLJYWEPC1ijBdCZA


Extra Resources
The following is a list of resources we could save while being shared or mentioned during
the sessions:

 Washington  Initiative  1631,  Carbon  Emissions  Fee  Measure  (2018):
https://ballotpedia.org/Washington_Initiative_1631,_Carbon_Emissions_Fee_M
easure_(2018)

 Alameda  and  Contra  Costa  Labor  Climate  Convergence  2021:
https://ecology.iww.org/node/4382

  The Valley Labor Report: https://www.tvlr.fm/

 Website of UCLA labor center podcast https://reworkradio.labor.ucla.edu/ 

 Leading  Filipino  trade  unionist  Josua  Mata  tells  Danny  Chivers  about  their
success  in  linking  labour  struggles  with  climate  justice.:
https://newint.org/features/web-exclusive/2015/11/27/a-social-uprising-for-
energy-democracy

 Unite the Union UK: Ground-breaking deal by Unite saves Barnoldswick’s Rolls-
Royce  factory  and  350  jobs:
https://www.unitetheunion.org/news-events/news/2021/january/ground-
breaking-deal-by-unite-saves-barnoldswick-s-rolls-royce-factory-and-350-jobs/

  Platform  UK:  Just  Transition  in  the  North  Sea  Surveys:
https://platformlondon.org/about-us/just-transition/ 

 Oil  Gas  Worker  Report:  Offshore  from  Platform  UK:
https://platformlondon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Oil-Gas-Workers-
Report.pdf

 News: "Colombia’s main oil workers union USO has denounced what it says are
attempts by the government and the state oil  company Ecopetrol to unfairly
dismiss union leaders in violation of labour laws. USO opposes plans to privatise
Ecopetrol, which it says has led to the targeting of of its officials. The union has
asked for the support  of other trade unions and called on the authorities to
tackle ongoing violence against trade unionists and social leaders in Colombia.":
https://justiceforcolombia.org/news/uso-oil-workers-union-denounces-threat-
of-dismissals/

 3 hr film of Labor Convergence 2021 https://ecology.iww.org/node/4382



 Union Sindical Obrera Colombia: https://www.nodo50.org/usocolombia/
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 Campaign for Climate Reparations UK: https://climatereparations.uk/

 End  Ecocide:  International  Justice  for  the  Environment  Campaign:
https://www.endecocide.org/en/

 Facebook  Page  of  End  Ecocide  Turkey:
https://www.facebook.com/endecocideturkiye

 Green New Deal Rising UK: https://www.gndrising.org/what-is-the-green-new-
deal/

 Debt for Climate Campaign: https://debtforclimate.org/

 This Is Our Story website. https://this-is-our-story.org/

 Pakistan  Fundraisers  Floods  2022:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1u4EcNZIhKUltDc7ZPiMT3CLrVooFLF
d_4AyKM1raEZs/edit#gid=139435833 

 California Climate Jobs Plan developed by Robert Pollin's team at the University
of Massachusetts.  https://www.californiaclimatejobsplan.com/

 Program  for  Just  transition  in  California
https://peri.umass.edu/publication/item/1466-a-program-for-economic-
recovery-and-clean-energy-transition-in-california 

 UK conference coming up https://www.cacctu.org.uk/events_autumn_2022

  Update  of  UK  1million  climate  jobs  book:
https://www.cacctu.org.uk/climatejobs 

 South Africa’s Industrial Union https://www.industriall-union.org/south-african-
unions-call-for-a-just-transition-to-renewable-energy 

 Website that has lots of articles on fighting climate breakdown, as well as other
things: https://www.rs21.org.uk/

 Climate Jobs working group here in East Bay/Oakland California. Get in touch
here:  green-new-deal@eastbaydsa.org    that's   green-new-
deal@eastbaydsa.org

 The  WAGE  project  between  Norway,  US,  and  Nigeria
https://www.sv.uio.no/iss/english/research/projects/wage/

 Workers  and  Communities  in  Transition  -Labor  Network  for  Sustainability
report https://www.labor4sustainability.org/jtlp-2021/jtlp-report/
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 Decades  of  systemic racism seen as root of Jackson Mississippi  water  crisis:
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/decades-of-systemic-racism-seen-as-
root-of-jackson-mississippi-water-crisis 

 News:  How  Mississippi’s  Governor  Made  the  Jackson  Water  Crisis
Worse:https://www.thedailybeast.com/mississippis-gov-tate-reeves-just-made-
the-jackson-water-crisis-worse    

 Recommended readings from the session on Farming, Food and The Climate:
Slaheddine Al-Amami and Habib Ayeb

 La  Via  Campesina  –  International  Peasant’s  Movement:
https://viacampesina.org/en/

 The  Future  is  Public  Campaign  –  Transnational  Institute:
https://www.tni.org/en/futureispublic

 Global Women’s strike: https://globalwomenstrike.net/

 Care Income Now Campaign: https://globalwomenstrike.net/careincomenow/

 Marcha  das  Margaridas  Brazil:
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/02/18/women-every-corner-
occupy-brasilia-marcha-das-margaridas 
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